
Gretchen Bataille, president of
the University of North
Texas, hosted executive direc-

tor Kent Calder, chief historian
Randolph “Mike” Campbell, the TSHA
board, and special guests at a celebrato-
ry dinner on January 9 at the University
Union. She extended a warm welcome
on behalf of the entire University to the
Association and the board on the eve of
the board’s first meeting on the UNT
campus. Joining Dr. Bataille in saluting
the Association’s arrival at UNT were
several of those who were instrumental
in the process and who will assist in the
transition. They included Ann Abbe,
vice president for development, and
Michael Monticino, dean of the gradu-
ate school. Special guests included J. P.
Bryan, TSHA president 1982–83, and
UNT history faculty and TSHA
Fellows Richard B. McCaslin, F. Todd
Smith, and Donald E. Chipman. 

TSHA president Frances Vick
thanked Dr. Bataille and expressed her
excitement for the beginning of a long
and successful affiliation between the
TSHA and the University of North
Texas. 

Prior to the dinner, all attendees
were invited to a reception in the newly
redesigned TSHA office space in Stovall
Hall. Kent Calder recognized those who
made the affiliation with UNT possible,

including UNT board of regents chair
Gayle Strange. In addition, Calder
expressed the Association’s enthusiasm
for the the creation of a chair in Texas
History at UNT and the plans to fulfill
TSHA’s commitment to that effort. He
introduced J. P. Bryan and thanked him
for leading TSHA in its mission to raise
money for the endowed chair, as well as
for TSHA programs in general. The
word of the evening was "excitement."
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UNT has long recognized
the importance of Texas
history and we have built
a strong foundation of
faculty and library
resources that will sup-
port the mission of TSHA.

—Gretchen Bataille
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Seeking Donations to the Silent Auction

The Silent Auction has long been a great source
for superb books, maps, manuscripts, and
objects. After the success and lively bidding for

the private tours donated in 2008, the Silent Auction
has added more tours for 2009. 

We are currently seeking donations of items and
tours for the Silent Auction. The money raised directly
benefits the programs the Association sponsors. If you
are interested in donating to the Silent Auction, please
contact David Degnan at DavidDegnan@
TSHAonline.org or (940) 369-5200. 

A sampling of the wide variety of items donated to
the Silent Auction are shown. They include New Frontier by Ty Cashion, dinner for eight at the home of the UNT president, a
Texas flag to be flown over the Texas Capitol on a specified date, a weekend in a B&B in a historic Fredericksburg home with a
gift basket, and Flowers and Fruits by Z. N. Morrell.

Make plans now to attend the 113th Annual Meeting on
March 26–28 at the Palmer Events Center in Austin. The
Annual Meeting program, mailed to all TSHA members,

includes registration information and a registration form. Additionally,
registration is available online at www.TSHAonline.org.  

Be sure to make your hotel reservations at one of the three host
hotels. Details are available on the website and in the Annual Meeting
program. Shuttle service will be available continuously between the three
hotels and the Palmer Events Center for the duration of the meeting and
events.

In addition to the thirty-three sessions covering a wide range of Texas
history, the Handbook of Texas workshop, the Quarterly and publications
workshops, and the business meeting are also scheduled. 

Festivities begin at noon on Thursday, March 26, with the Women in
Texas History Luncheon, where Paula Mitchell Marks will speak and the
Liz Carpenter Award will be presented. That evening, Texas A&M
University Press and the Texas A&M History Department will co-host
the Presidential Reception to welcome incoming president Walter
Buenger.

Friday, March 27 is packed with events. Begin the day at the Book
Lovers’ and Texana Collectors’ Breakfast featuring Richard B. McCaslin.
At noon, the Fellows Luncheon and Presentation of Awards will recog-
nize accomplishments in the field of Texas History. The day will con-
clude with the Presidential Banquet to honor outgoing president 
Frances B. Vick. 

TSHA ANNUAL MEETING

Registration Available Online
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2009 Annual Meeting Program mailed to TSHA mem-
bers
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
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New, Renewed,
Upgraded, or
Gift TSHA
Membership

2009 
Annual 
Meeting

Registration

FREE 2008–2009 Texas Almanac

+ =

H. Bailey Carroll Award
Doubles

Agenerous donation from
Sylvan Dunn will enable
the TSHA to double the

prize amount of the H. Bailey
Carroll Award from $500 to $1000.
The Carroll Award is given to the
best article in the Southwestern
Historical Quarterly and is presented
at the awards luncheon at the TSHA
annual meeting. When the
announcement of the increase
appeared in the January issue of the
Quarterly, the prize amount was mis-
takenly listed. Beginning at the 2009
annual meeting, Carroll Award win-
ner will receive the $1000 due to the
generous donation from Sylvan
Dunn. 

Join, renew, upgrade, or give the
gift of membership in the Texas
State Historical Association and

register for the 2009 Annual Meeting in
Austin to receive a FREE paperback
edition of the 2008–2009 Texas Almanac
at the 2009 TSHA Annual Meeting in
Austin.

Your FREE copy of the 2008–2009
Texas Almanac is only available at the

Registration desk during the 2009
Annual Meeting. To receive your FREE
Texas Almanac, indicate your desired
membership level on the registration
form to purchase, renew, upgrade, or
give a gift of TSHA membership. If you
have questions, please contact David
Degnan at (940) 369-5200 or email
DavidDegnan@ TSHAonline.org. 

Go Green—Keep It on the Screen

As a benefit of mem-
bership, the Riding
Line is delivered

quarterly to all TSHA mem-
bers. In an effort to be envi-
ronmentally responsible, the
TSHA will offer subsequent
issues of the Riding Line deliv-
ered directly to your email
box. 

If you would like to receive
your copy electronically, please

contact Marlene Tovar, membership coordinator at MarleneTovar@TSHAonline.
org or (940) 369-5200.

TSHA members will continue receiving the Riding Line in print form via
postal mail, unless you request otherwise.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Milestone
The following article by the executive director
will appear in the 2009 issue of Touchstone,
the journal of the Walter Prescott Webb Society,
the college level educational program of the
Association. Touchstone is published each year
through the Honors Program at Lee College.
The 2009 edition will be available at the annu-
al meeting.

“AMilestone in History” reads the
headline in the New York Times as
I sit down to write this column. It

is the day after the inauguration of the
nation’s first black president, and the word
history shadows every mention of Barack
Obama. A Google search for “Obama and
history” brings up 72,800,000 hits, and
among the first ten are these: “How Obama
Will Shape US History,” “Millions Gather
to Help Obama Make History,” and “At
Last! Obama Dances into History.” The
historic importance of the moment appears
to be lost on no one, and a sense of history
hangs in the air palpably. It is a moment
that is indeed a milestone in our nation’s
development, referenced only slightly in
the inaugural address by the acknowledge-
ment that “a man whose father less than 60
years ago might not have been served at a
local restaurant can now stand before you
to take the most sacred oath.” Historians
are invited to appear on news programs and
place the event in historical context, and
millions listen attentively. Despite the
enormous challenges that the new presi-
dent faces in the realms of domestic and
foreign policy, today, at least, the historic
nature of the moment outweighs every-
thing else.

As someone who was born at the tail
end of the Truman administration, I am no
stranger to historic moments. Assassi-
nations, moon landings, resignations in dis-
grace, impeachment proceedings, riots,
wars won and lost, recessions of all shapes
and sizes, and terrorist attacks—all are his-
toric in the sense that they will be remem-
bered and analyzed and interpreted and in
the sense that they have shaped my life. But
I contend that few moments in American
history have offered such fertile ground for
soliciting support for the teaching and
practice of history. Not since the
Bicentennial of the American Revolution,

celebrated in 1976, has the time been as
ripe to make the case for the value of teach-
ing and practicing history at all levels and
for supporting organizations whose mis-
sions involve training history teachers and
students and preserving, disseminating, and
interpreting historical materials. For the
last 112 years, this has been the mission of
the Texas State Historical Association, an
organization that I am proud to have been
chosen to lead at this crucial moment in its
history.

Making the case for the support of his-
tory is never an easy task. Even during
good economic times, many other priorities
take precedence: roads, diseases, endan-
gered species, hunger, and wars. But when
times get bad, history especially takes it on
the chin. I’ve worked in three state histori-
cal organizations over the last quarter cen-
tury, and I have seen layoffs and budget
cuts of all kinds. I have been involved in
numerous development campaigns over the
years as well, so I have thought a good deal
about how best to make the case for histo-
ry. One necessary ingredient that is often
missing from these campaigns is a broad
audience that is receptive to the message.
We have that now, so how can those of us
who work in the various fields of public
history and history education take advan-
tage of it?

Let’s start by emphasizing the impor-
tance and value of history education. To do
this, especially for younger students, I
believe that we should focus less on what
students don’t know and more on how they
can use what they do know to understand
their world. We’ve all been confronted with
appalling statistics about numbers of stu-
dents who don’t know when the Civil War
took place or who was the first president of
the United States, but as long as history
represents for them abstract names and
dates that have to be memorized, these
conditions will never improve. History
comes alive for students when it is present-
ed as part of their lives, the intellectual
equivalent of the air that they breathe.
When they come to understand that we all
exist in a world infused with history and
that with the proper tools they can make
sense of that world and their place in it,
facts such as the decade in which the Civil

War occurred will fall into place. In the
course of understanding the importance of
this moment in history, students begin to
understand the importance of many others
and to become aware that the possibilities
for understanding are infinite. 

In an educational environment in which
the measure of the extent to which a child
is successful is his or her ability to conform
to standards, programs such as those
offered by the Texas State Historical
Association, such as the Junior Historian
Program, Texas History Day, and the Webb
Society, become increasingly important.
These programs encourage students to do
historical work, to discover the information
and evaluate it, and to organize it and pres-
ent it in ways that make the most sense to
them and to their audiences. In the course
of participating in these programs, they
learn how to think, an educational accom-
plishment that will benefit them through-
out their lives in whatever they decide 
to do.

For those of us who work in history
fields, then, we should take advantage of
this propitious time, despite the poor eco-
nomic conditions, to demonstrate the
importance of our work. Where the cur-
riculum allows, students should be encour-
aged to trace their connections through
their families and communities to this his-
toric moment; academic historians should
seek venues to reach broad publics; and
public historians should find places at the
table in their communities when economic
decisions involving topics such as tourism,
development, and budgets are being made.
In this manner, historians of all stripes
establish the authority of their practice
through their ability to apply intellectual
and ethical frameworks to bring order out
of ambiguous and indeterminate situations.
Few other abilities are more needed at this
time. Therefore, as Barack Obama and
other public officials consider how best to
navigate through rough political and eco-
nomic waters, they should consider the
value of thinking historically and teaching
others to think historically and what part
such thinking should play in charting a
path to a better future.

—J. Kent Calder
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PUBLICATION NEWS

The Philosophical Society of Texas bestowed its Award
of Merit to Richard B. McCaslin for his book, At the
Heart of Texas: One Hundred Years of the Texas State

Historical Association, 1897–1997 at the Society’s annual meet-
ing in San Antonio. The Society’s Award of Merit, established
in 2000, gives recognition to the best book published on
Texas, fiction or nonfiction.

Lonn Taylor, chair of the Society’s book award committee,
described the reason for selecting At the Heart of Texas for the
award. “The Historical Association has made a significant
number of contributions to knowledge, and the book is a his-

tory of how one
organization has fur-
thered its contribu-
tions,” Taylor said.

McCaslin is a
TSHA Fellow and
the chair of the UNT
history department. 
J. P. Bryan, president
of the Association
from 1982–83, wrote
the foreword, and
Janice Pinney, a for-
mer editor with the
Association, wrote
the sidebars and 
epilogue.

The Reminiscences of Major General
Zenas R. Bliss to Receive Award

The Reminiscences of Major General Zenas R. Bliss,
1854–1876: From the Texas Frontier to the Civil War
and Back Again, edited by Thomas T. Smith, Jerry D.

Thompson, Robert Wooster, and Ben E. Pingenot, has been
selected to receive a Southwest Book Award from the Border
Regional Library Association. The awards banquet will be
held on February 28, in El Paso. 

The Border Regional Library Association (BRLA) is an
organization found-
ed in 1966 for the
promotion of library
service and librari-
anship in the El
Paso/Las
Cruces/Juárez
metroplex. Current
membership
includes over 100
librarians, parapro-
fessionals, media
specialists and
library friends and
trustees from all
types of libraries in
the tri-state area of
Trans-Pecos Texas,
Southern New
Mexico and Northern Chihuahua.

Col. Thomas T. Smith, U.S. Army Garrison Commander,
Fort Riley, Kansas; Jerry D. Thompson, Regents Professor,
Texas A&M International University, Laredo, Texas; Robert
Wooster, Professor of History, Texas A&M
University–Corpus Christi, Texas; and the late Ben E.
Pingenot, veteran and Texas historian, collaborated on editing
the Bliss memoirs for publication. All are or were Fellows of
the Association. 

At the Heart of Texas
Wins Prestigious Award

Lonn Taylor (l) presents award to Richard McCaslin (r). Photo by John
Gullett

Cloth, $39.95
Member’s price, $31.96

Cloth, $39.95
Member’s price, $31.96

Visit www.TSHAonline.org 
for a complete selection.

Orders Can Be Placed 
at 1-800-826-8911
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TSHA STAFF NEWS

Ryan Schumacher
Associate editor,
Publications

Ryan Schumacher was born
in Madison, Wisconsin, and
raised in Kansas, where his
father was stationed with the
U.S. Army. His early years
were split mostly between
the towns of Fort Riley,
Junction City, and
Manhattan in Kansas, with
frequent visits to extended
family back in Wisconsin.
Ryan’s interest in history
grew from having passionate
history teachers in high
school and college. After

receiving a B.A. in history at
the University of Wisconsin–
Madison, Ryan beat the well-
worn path back to Kansas,
where he earned an M.A. in
history from the University
of Kansas. Later, he enrolled
in the Scholarly Publishing
program at Arizona State
University, then headed by
current TSHA Executive
Director Kent Calder. After
completing certification in
scholarly publishing in May
2008, Ryan interned at the

Wisconsin Historical Society
Press in Madison. Kent then
lured Ryan to Texas and the
TSHA to assume editorial
responsibilities in October
for the Association’s publica-
tions. The January issue of
the Southwestern Historical
Quarterly was the first of
many issues that will be pub-
lished through Ryan’s efforts.
He looks forward to working
with TSHA authors to pub-
lish future books for the
Association.
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Kent Calder gathers some TSHA staff in the conference room.

Meet New Staff and Reassigned Staff 
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TSHA STAFF NEWS

Robin Roe 
Copy Editor,
Handbook of Texas

Robin joined the TSHA in
May 2007 but moved to her
current position as copy edi-
tor with the Handbook in
January 2008. Robin hails
from Tennessee but, like
many great Texans, made her
way to Texas. She has also
lived in Michigan and
Germany, but fell in love
with Texas while stationed at
Lackland AFB at the Russian
school. A former Russian lin-
guist, Robin has been prac-
ticing her Texas drawl
throughout Texas over the
past 16 years. 

As copy editor for the
Handbook, she has ample
opportunity to use her exten-
sive skills in database man-
agement, copy editing, and
research. She has quickly
developed a reputation for
accuracy with complex
processes. Robin looks for-
ward to seeing how the
Association changes and
developes at its new UNT
home in Denton.

Marlene Tovar
Membership
Coordinator

Although Marlene Tovar has
been with the TSHA since
June 2007, she recently
assumed the position of
membership coordinator.
She was born in Weslaco, but
has lived many places with
her family as her father’s
career in the Army required
numerous relocations. 

Marlene claims San
Antonio as her hometown
since she lived there longest
and graduated from high
school there. In 2001
Marlene moved to
Washington, D.C., where
she worked for a non-profit
dedicated to civil rights, until
her ties to Texas and her
family brought her back
home in 2007. In her work
with the Association,
Marlene enjoys the opportu-
nity to recruit new TSHA
members and looks forward
to working with the
Publications department in
managing their database.

Natalie Dollar
Receptionist

Natalie Dollar became part
of the TSHA staff on the
first day the Denton office
opened in November.  A
north Texan, she spent her
first eighteen years in
Gainesville, Texas, where her
extended family still resides.
She recalls many childhood
trips to Denton, only thirty
minutes from Gainesville, for

dining out and seeing
movies. Upon graduation,
Natalie attended Hendrix
College, a Methodist college
in Arkansas, where she dou-
ble-majored in English and
comparative religion. After a
short stint in Austin, Natalie
returned to her north Texas
roots. She plans to earn an
M. A. in comparative reli-
gion. As the TSHA recep-
tionist, Natalie most enjoys
“learning more about what
we do and the people we
serve.”

Kate O’Donnell
K–12 Program
Coordinator

In November 2008, Kate
O’Donnell joined TSHA as
the K-12 program coordina-
tor shortly after TSHA
opened the Denton office. A
native of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, Kate attended
Allegheny College in
Meadville, where she
majored in history. She com-
pleted her M.A. in public
history with a focus on muse-
um studies at the University
of South Carolina. Her
career path brought her to
Texas as the assistant educa-
tion curator for the North
Texas History Center in June
2007. 

In her work for TSHA,
Kate works extensively with
the Junior Historian and
Texas History Day programs.
She enjoys having co-work-
ers at TSHA who work
together as a team on proj-
ects and looks forward to her
first Texas History Day.
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