
Kent Calder has been named the
executive director of the Texas
State Historical Association,

which will be housed in Denton this
fall. Selected after a national search,
Calder assumed his full-time position
July 1. 

As executive director, he represents
the association at public and govern-
mental functions, manages its personnel,
leads strategic planning and other initia-
tives of the Board of Directors and
develops and implements the associa-
tion’s annual budget and fund-raising
activities.

A Fort Worth native, Calder was the
TSHA’s director of publications from
2003 to 2006 before being hired as
director of Arizona State University’s
Scholarly Publishing Program. He said

he is honored to be chosen by the Board
of Directors to lead the TSHA as it
moves to UNT.

“Along with a chance to work again
with TSHA’s talented staff, the connec-
tion with UNT is a big reason why I’m
returning,” he said. “It feels good to be
coming home to Texas and have TSHA
associated with a university that cares so
much about Texas history. UNT pro-
vides a solid foundation for building a
bright future for TSHA.”

As TSHA’s director of publications,
Calder worked closely with history fac-
ulty members and built a strong rela-
tionship with the UNT Department of
History. Other members of the Calder
family have also developed close ties
with UNT. His son, Clay Calder, is a
2006 UNT graduate. His wife, Tara
Carlisle, earned two master’s degrees
from the university and was employed
by UNT Libraries.

Calder said he is looking forward to
working with the Board of Directors
and with Dr. Mike Campbell, UNT
Regents Professor of History and editor
of the Southwestern Historical Quarterly.
Calder was managing editor for the
publication for three years.

TSHA president Frances B. Vick
states that Calder “brings a lot of enthu-
siasm and a wealth of knowledge” to his
new position after holding management
positions with the Wisconsin and
Indiana Historical Societies. “He knows
other state associations, but he also
knows TSHA." 

In addition to his work on the
Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Calder
has edited the journals Traces of Indiana
and Midwestern History and Wisconsin
Magazine of History. He currently edits
the journal Documentary Editing for the
Association for Documentary Editing
and serves on the editorial board and
program committee for the American
Association for State and Local History.

Calder earned his bachelor’s degree
in English from the University of Texas
at Arlington and his master’s degree in
history and political science from Butler
University in Indianapolis. He received
additional education at the Seminar for
Historical Administration in
Williamsburg, Virginia, and the
National Historical Publications and
Records Commission Institute for
Editing Historical Documents, held in
Madison, Wisconsin.
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It feels good to be coming home to Texas and have
TSHA associated with a university that cares so much
about Texas history. UNT provides a solid foundation
for building a bright future for TSHA.—Kent Calder
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